This revised version : 19 November 2021
Always check for a later version

Using TimeTabler to timetable
consistently-setted structures

Timetables that contain ‘consistently-setted’ blocks can be among the most difficult to schedule,
yet at the same time they can give a timetabling flexibility to your curricular structure.

In the first year of using TimeTabler it may take a while to get the best arrangement.
But remember that once you have set up the batches for the right method, you will not have to
re-enter them next year. You can just tweak them as explained in HelpMovie 8.

This document discusses the best way to solve each kind of problem.
9 different structures are shown, so that you can choose which is closest to what you need.
A recommended solution is given for each one.

See also the video, HelpMovie 24A, which illustrates some aspects.
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Keeping groups/sets of students consistent

One of the biggest problems facing timetablers is when the curricular structure requires you to keep
groups of students consistent. ie. the same students being taught in the same group at different times
of the week in such a way as to ensure that they don’t get mixed up with other groups in the wrong way.

The 9 examples on the next few pages illustrate more clearly what we mean.

To tackle this problem there are 2 main methods, explained in more detail on the following pages.
The 2 main methods are: ® Consistent Grouping ID (for straightforward structures)

m Container Blocks (for the most complex cases)
[A third method, for very simple cases, uses Global DayBlocking, see the next page.]

Pros & Cons of the 2 methods:

B Consistent Grouping ID:
Pros: <« Simplerto use than Container Blocks.
* No need to R-Reserve periods.
* FIT may move a lesson to any time of the week.

Cons: Less powerful, so it can’t deal with the most complex structures, see below.
* |t may use a lot of Class Scheduling Names, so if you already need a lot elsewhere (eg. for
the Sixth Form, Years 12-13) then you may hit the limit of 150 Classes.

* You cannot add additional ‘Spread’ for Sixth Form blocks (as you can with Container Blocks).

Il Container Blocks:
Pros: e« Can deal with the most complex cases, for ANY curricular structure.

Cons : « More difficult to set up, and more difficult to use.
* You must R-Reserve specific periods for the Block, in advance.
* FIT will not move lessons out of the R-Reserved periods.

Important note 1:

If you are in any doubt about which is the better method for Years in your particular school, then send
in a Ticket to the free Support Centre (as in HelpMovie 4), remembering to attach a Curriculum Diagram
so that we can see what your situation is.

Important note 2:

In all the following structures, they can only work in practice IF the period-breakdown At DD
of each row is compatible with the other rows above/below. | ...
Taking the simplest possible case, of a simple block with just 2 rows: French SSSS
If the Art teacher wants 2 double-periods while the French teacher wants 4 Singles

[all to be within the same 4 periods of the week], then this is clearly impossible, because the period-
breakdowns are not compatible.

This is easy to see here, but in more complex cases (shown later) it will need more careful consideration.

If you find that TimeTabler gets stuck during scheduling, this is very often the reason why. It's because
you have specified incompatible period-breakdowns!

On the following pages we show 9 curricular structures, with a commentary on the best way to schedule
each of them. Look at them to decide which is the nearest to the structure that you want in your school.
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Example A

This is a very simple example of consistent grouping. It's a simple Block with 4 subjects | ----vvvvnnn.
to be scheduled in parallel (taught at the same time), but the History group has split- His-1 His-2
teaching, with 2 different History Teachers, shown here as 2 activities, His-1 and His-2. | "*- " """""""
Clearly the 2 History activities have the same students, and in scheduling themyou |  —75°"°7
have to ensure that both these 2 activities remain inside the Block with these subjects Spanish
and do not get mixed up with different subjects.

In this case it is very easy to do, and you do not need either of the 2 main methods.
You just need to split it into 2 Blocks and use a Global DayBlocking Code as follows.

* Use the Simple Block Wizard to enter the 4 subjects in a simple block, with the staffing.
* Repeat this [or use right-click Clone] to get a duplicate block.
* Edit the second block to give the correct staffing for the second History. A ArtATa  ArtATa
* Add the same Global DayBlock Code to each (to tell TimeTabler that you His RR. His JC
want the 2 blocks on different days. op Seolke ~ GeoDke
paEBro SpaEBr o
Then on the Curriculum Diagram Screen it looks like this: oc 55 55
The two History teachers here are RR and JC. The Global DayBlock Code is 1. 1 1
Or if you prefer the List-View Screen then it looks like this: Class Lesson= | Teacher Team DayB
QABC S5 ATa RR DKe EBr 1
QABC S5 ATa JC DKe EBr 1
Example B
This is a slightly more complicated example of consistent grouping. It’'sasimple | ..... An .....
Block again with the same 4 subjects to be scheduled in parallel, but as well as the His-1 His-2
2 History activities [His-1 and His-2], there are 2 in Geography as well [called Geo-1 | =====r=-r=--
and Geo2, split-taught, with 2 different Geography Teachers]. Geo-1 Geo-2
As before you have to ensure that all the groups remain inside the Block and do not R
. . . . . . panish
get mixed up with different subjects ...but this time there are more permutations.

There are 4 permutations of the History & Geography teachers.

If the History staff are RR & JC; and the Geography staff are DKe & SW then you could have:
* RR teaching at the same time as DKe * 50 JC teaches at the same time as SW

* RRteaching at the same time as SW * 50 JC teaches at the same time as DKe

There are 2 ways to tackle this:

Method 1.
The simpler way is to just choose the pairings and enter them that way, as 2 blocks again.

Rather than choose the pairings at random, a better way is to:

Look at the parts of the timetable already scheduled and see how many cases there are of
RR+DKe teaching together in the same team, and similarly : RR+SW; JC+SW; JC+DKe.
Whichever are the pairings used most frequently, use the same pairings again now.
Reason: if RR+SW teach together elsewhere on the timetable then they are

more likely to be free together, to teach together in this block. 9A ArtATa  ArtATa
His RR. His JC
If that were the choice [RR+SW, and therefore JC+DKe] then the 2 blocks would be: 5z GeosW  Geo Dke

The Global DayBlock Code is 2 in this example (it can be what you like as long as SpaEBrp SpaBdrp
it is unique in this Year). ac 59 55

2 2
Method 2.

If you want to give TimeTabler the freedom to choose the pairings (and swap them as necessary) then
you could use the Container Block method described later ...but if you also need that method for other
parts of the same Year then it will get complicated and we wouldn’t recommend it.
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Example C

This is a structure, often used in Key Stage 3, which can be a problem for the timetabler.
The example below shows Year-8 of a 3-form-entry school, with Classes/Forms called 8A, 8B, 8C.

For some subjects [Eng, Fre, His, Art, Dr, RE] the staff have agreed that the students are divided up into
3 populations/streams/rows according to their attainment in English. Or it may just be that they are in

their Registration groups.
At other times of the week the students are divided up for the other subjects [Mat, Sci, Tec, Geo, Mus,
PE, PSE, Ga, ICT] according to their attainment in Maths. A top, a middle and a bottom group.

This structure may be used to get groups with a narrower range of ability, or may be because you have
only one teacher of (say) French or of Music.

English-based ... Maths-based ...
8A [30] Eng 4 Fre 3 His 2 Art y DF § RE 4 Mat 4 Sd 3 Tecp Geo 3 Mus y PE. { PSE o2 Gap ICT 4
5555 555 55 5 5 5 5555 DS D 55 5 5 , |55 D, 5

8B [30] Eng 4 Fre 3 His 2 Art y [Dr { RE. 1 Mat 4 S5d 3 Tecp Geo p Mus ; PE. ; PSE 3 Ga 3 ICT g
SESENN 555 55 5 5 5 5555 DS B 55 5 5 5, |55 D 3 5

8C [30] Eng 4 Fre 3 His 2 Art y [Dr { RE. 1 Mat 4 Sd 3 Tecp Geo 3 Mus y PE. ; PSE 3 Ga p ICT
5555 555 55 5 5 5 5555 DS D 55 3 5 5 |85 D5 5

The ‘English’ subjects on the 3 rows can slide against each on the timetable. For example, 8A-English
may sometimes be taught at the same time as 8B-French and 8C-Art, at various times of the week.
Similarly the ‘Maths’ subjects can slide against each other, only. So a single Music teacher can teach all
3 Music groups, etc.

Butitis clearly absolutely essential that the ‘English’ subjects are never mixed up with the ‘Maths’ subjects,
because they have different populations. See the next 5 pages for the correct way to schedule it.

Example D

This is a very similar structure, but now the Maths has been separated out as a Maths Block (with 5 sets)
and the 3 rows/populations at the right-hand side are now based on the students’ attainment in Science.

Maths | English-based ... Science-based ...

A [30] M Eng 4 Fre 3 His 2 Art ; [Dr  RE. 4 S0 3 Tec p Geo g Mus y PE. i PS5E 3 Ga p ICT 4
ma’é 5555 585 8% 5 g 5 DS D 55 g 5 , B8 D, 5

=]

8B [30] Mat Eng 4 Fre 3 His 3 Aty [Dr  RE. 4 S g3 Tec p Geo 3 Mus y PE. { PS5E 3 Ga p ICT 4
Mat 5555 555 585 S 5 5 DS D 55 5 5 55 D 5
Mat 4 2 2

8C [30] 5535 Eng 4 Fre 3 His 2 Art y Dr y RE 4 50 3 Tecyp Geez Mus y PE. 1 |[P5E 2| Ga 72 ICT 4

Ao 555 5 5 5 &5 Ds D 0 5 5 1 o D 3 5

As for Example C the 2 ‘sliding’ parts must be kept in different periods of the week, so that the different
populations do not get mixed up.

The method that we suggest for both these structures is the Consistent Grouping ID method.
Using this method TimeTabler ensures that the ‘English-based’ subject-groups are never scheduled
into the same periods as the ‘Science-based’ subject-groups.

There are more details on the next three pages. See also the video.

Note: This method is recommended when you have a structure with only two sliding parts, as here.
It is simpler to apply than the other (Container Block) method.

If, in a large school, you have other (parallel) Bands, also with ‘sliding’ consistently-setted parts, then
you can use this method there as well. For three sliding parts see Example H.

But if you have several sliding parts (within a Band or cohort) then you will find it better to use the more

more-complex Container Block method (see Example I and/or consult the Support Centre. continued



Example D, step by step sA Eng 4 Fre 3 He 8 sz Tecs G

5555 555 55 D03 D 55
Step 1 The principle 88 Eng 4 Fre 3 His 8b Sd 3 Tec g Geo
. 5555 555 55 03 D 55

We choose a Class Scheduling Name _ .
. 8C Eng 4 Fre 3 His 8c 5d 3 Tec g Geo
for each grouping, as shown here: cges  sss | go o -

Class Scheduling Names 8A, 8B and 8C refer to the English-based classes.
Class Scheduling Names 8a, 8b, 8c refer to the Science-based classes.
[You can choose whatever (single) letters you wish.]

For Maths, across the full Year (or Band), we will also need a Class Scheduling Name of 8ABC.

Each of these classes can also be given a Printing Name of whatever will make most sense to your
colleagues, see below.

Step 2 Basic Data =
The screenshot shows these classes entered on the Classes ‘W Classes @
Screen (see section C6 in your Manual and the HelpMovies about : —

. Scheduling Mame | Printing Name
the Classes Screen): ah
They have been sorted into the best order (shown here) for later 2R
screens and for printouts, by using -m s Custom. 8c

B ABC  (composite) Year 8

These Class Scheduling Names are used when you enter a3 ap
the Year 8 activities into the Batch. This is explained in ab 80
more detail on the next page. ac ar

The Printing Name is what will be shown to your colleagues
on the final Printouts. It can be changed at any time.

Advanced

Then, still on the Classes Screen, click on Advanced as shown, fE] Consistent Grouping
to go to the Consistent Grouping (classes cannot co-exist) Screen.

Tick to enable this feature and then enter the Class Scheduling Names, as shown here:

Make sure that you enter a joint Group ID Consistent Grouping (cannot co-exist) @
(we’ve used ‘@’ in this example).

This tells TimeTabler that 8A, 8B, 8C cannot This dass ... | ... cannot co-exist with this dass| GroupID |
co-exist with 8a, 8b, 8c. 8A 8a (8F) a

It ensures that lessons for classes labelled ‘a’ are 88 &b (3Q) a
scheduled into the same periods of the week. 8C  8c (8R) a

It ensures that the classes are displayed in the
correct groupings on the screens and the printouts.

In this example we’ve used 8A, 8B, 8C, 8a, 8b, 8c, but you can use whatever letters of the alphabet you
wish. Just remember to use only one (unique) letter in each Scheduling Name.

Note : Remember that you only have to enter this data once, and then you can re-use it year after year
(unless your curricular structure changes radically).

continued...
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Example D, continued...

Step 3 Entering the Year 8 activities into the Batch:

For ‘English-based’ subjects like English, French, History, etc:

8A SSSS Ent for Class 8A, using the Pure Class wizard [ Pure Class l
8B SSSS En2 for Class 8B, using the Pure Class wizard

8C SSSS En3 for Class 8C, using the Pure Class wizard
where En1 is replaced by the initials of the actual English teacher. Similarly for French, History, etc.

For ‘Science-based’ subjects like Science, Technology, Geography, etc:

8a DS Sci for groups in 8a, using the Pure Class wizard

8b DS Sc2 for groups in 8b, using the Pure Class wizard | Pure Class ]
8¢ DS Sc3 for groups in 8c, using the Pure Class wizard

where Sc1 etc is replaced by the initials of the actual Science teacher. Similarly for Technology, etc.

Pools. For subjects that are taught only once per week (cycle) itis helpful to use Pools (see the HelpMovie
and Section C20 in the Manual for the advantages & limitations). For example, for Music, where the Music
Pool might contain 2 or 3 teachers, but it doesn’t matter who teaches 8a or 8b or 8c, then:

8a S =Mu Pure Class
8b S =Mu

8c S =Mu

For any subject-group that is taught by 2 teachers at the same time (for example, boys+girls PE):
8a S PE1 PE2 for the 8a group, using the Simple Block wizard
8b S PE3 PE4 for the 8b group. Similarly for 8c.

For subjects across the whole band or year
For the 5 Maths sets (in this example school) you enter :

8ABC SSSS Ma1 Ma2 Ma3 Ma4 Ma5 using the Simple Block wizard
where Ma1 is replaced by the initials of the first Maths teacher, etc.
[Note that you only have to enter 8ABC to cover all 3 classes, even though there are 5 Maths sets/staff.]

n Fo
n S
de

n
n

Curriculum
Diagram

On the Curriculum Diagram Screen (see a a a a a a a a
sections D5, D21; HelpMovies, HelpScreens) Ba Sd 3 Tecy Geoz Mus y PE ; PSE 3 Gagp ICT 1
check that the structure is correct, and that the D D 85 5 EE' 55 D 5
totals add up correctly to equal the full cycle.

d d d a d d a a
The 8a, 8b, 8c activities will show the ‘a’ ID to 8 Sd3 Tecp Geop Musy e 1 B 522 R
remind you, as shown here: BB B = : = EE® B
You may also find it useful to view the activities a a a a a a a a

Via: [ open List-yiew 8 3:3 ;ECE S:ﬂz I:us 1 EE - ZEEE gaz Isch

continued...
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Step 4 Scheduling this Year 8 Example D, continued...

In the first year of using this method you may wish to experiment with some ‘dummy runs’ to find the
best sequence to use [remember you can re-use the data in the batches as often as you like].

It seems clear that it would be best to schedule Year 8 progressively. But what should be placed first?
Unless you find a better sequence for your data, then we strongly suggest the following sequence:

0.

1.

Load the Year 8 Batch into the schedule (which already has Year 9, etc, scheduled).

Filter
On the Visual Builder Screen, use the Filter button m ‘Blocks only’ filter, Blocks
so that only the Maths Block is shown on the Priority List:
Then place the Maths Block (SSSS) first, interactively, Criteria to fter on:
in a good pattern. Block or Pure: Blocks only - ‘

Note : If you have Sci, Tec, Games lessons in Double-periods and the structure of your day doesn’t have many Double-
periods in it, then you may need to place the Maths carefully so as to leave a sufficient number of Doubles for Sci, Tec, Ga.

Then use the Filter button m» Custom filter, Criteria to filter on:
so that only the ‘English-based’ lessons for 8A* are
shown on the Priority List:

* We've said 8A here, but in fact the best one to use is whichever one of 8A, 8B, 8C looks to be the tightest to schedule.
This might be because of any Part-timers due to teach that class.

Class: 8A - ‘

Set the Fully-automatic mode to: If AutoFIT can't help:  Stop & tell me immediately + @)

and then run Fully-Automatic, to place all (just) these 8A ‘English-based’ lessons (12 periods).
Or you can use ‘Semi-Automatic’ <F2>, or Interactive if you prefer to keep more control.
Either way, FIT will be used to make any ‘musical-chairs’ moves that are necessary.

It's really helpful to work on dual-monitors, with the Class Timetable Screen showing on the 2™ one.

Check that the Class Timetable looks sensible, with just the 8ABC and 8A lessons placed.
Make any adjustments you think are necessary, using the Move button.
Note: there are empty periods at this stage, and that is where the Science-based ‘a’ lessons will go. Is it a good pattern?

Still working progressively, section by section, use the Criteria to filter on:
Filter button to select 8a. ie. the ‘Science-based’ class ‘ Class: 8a - ‘
that corresponds to 8A (ie. the class used in Step 2):

Run Fully-Automatic (or Semi-auto, <F2>) again, to place all these ‘Science-based’ lessons for 8a.

Then change the Filter m Consistent Grouping so that Criteria to filter on:
only the (remaining) ‘Science-based’ ‘a’ lessons for
8abc are shown in the Priority List:

Then run Fully-Automatic (or Semi-automatic, <F2>) again, to place all these ‘Science-based’ lessons
for (8a) 8b, 8c (14 periods of the week in this example).

‘ Consistent Grouping ID:  Year 8 (&) - ‘

Check the Class Timetable is sensible. All the ‘Science-based’ lessons must be in the same periods.

Now turn OFF the Filter so that the remaining lessons (for 8B, 8C) are shown on the Filter

Priority List. Then run Fully-Auto (or Semi-auto) again, to place these remaining lessons. | (Filter off)

Check the Class Timetable again. To see the clearest display use the Style button so:
Style m» Class View m» Show composite classes, and
Style m» Layout / Show m» both Staff and Subject.

There is more about the Screen Displays, and about Printouts on pages 8-9.

If you have another (parallel) Band in Year 8, then do the same for that Band.
See also the diagrams on page 19 and HelpMovie 24A.

(c) www.timetabler.com Scheduling consistently-setted structures page 7 of 20



Screen Displays

For Example D above we have recommended the best order to use on the

Classes Screen, by using the Sort button, u Custom,

to get an order of classes like that shown here for Example D:

@ Classes ©

Scheduling Name

| Printing Mame

BA

8B

8C

8 ABC (compesite) Year 8
8a ap
8b 8Q
Bc BR

When you enter the activities into the Batch for Year 8
then you get a Curriculum Diagram like this:

-
Ty Curriculum Diagram

En 2z Hi

= Batch: Consistent Example D Run Analyses

Curriculum for: Year8 - Add an Activity: [ Pure Class H Simple Block H Container Blnck] [ Meetings, Etc] E

To Edit, select an Activity and either double-did: on it, or use: F2 the Wizard F4 the Advanced soeen Or right-click on an activib

8a [30] ™ Eng Alo 4 FrelM 3z HisRR o DrlR g a a a a a a
Matl JHa [ [T e = Scklog GeoDEes Mus=Muy PE. AS Ga AS o Tech
MatZ 1M DS 55 s PE.SM31 p D
Mat3 FHi 5
Mat4 1V 1
gg [z0] MABSVH4  EngR s FrePag [HislC, [DriRg  a a a a a a
5555 caas oo o5 5 SdRPaz GeoDKes Mus=Muy PE.AS GaASy TecW
(8] 55 5 PE.SM3 p D
s
2 2
8C [30] EngvF 4 FreFE3 HislCa [DrdR q a a a a a a
[T coe 5e g Sci 15i 3 Geo DKe 2 Mus =Muy PE. ABe GaASp TecH
(B 55 5 PE.501 p o
. _ g
Period ' Maths ‘English-based’ groups, for 8A, 8B, 8C, 3 3
totals, block ith sinal hers for Eng. F. h
hould with single teachers for Eng, French, o ’ .
:dd ' ahcrc$s Hist, Drama. The Teacher and the Science-based’ groups, in rows 1"or 8a, 8b, 8c.
o th P theYear,  pgrind-breakdown are shown in each The Consistent Grouping ID = "a’, with a pair of
~ IS/ inSsets ;oo for you to double-check teachers for PE; while Music has teachers in a ‘Pool’.
wee ’ '
cycle
When you are scheduling you getadisplay | ¢ . Class Class: BABC (Year B) with the following Team:
on the Class Timetable Screen’ i Timetable JHa Maths M L19 M Maths ML18 FHi Mat

with the classes shown in the same order: Display of each dass's timetable (with any Spedal Locations at the bottom) :

. Monday Tuesday
During _schedullng it’s best if . 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | & 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |
_Cla_ss view m Show ‘composite’ classes Tl LD R s = =
is ticked. 2 = Mus || Ha | | His ||| Eng || Fre ||RE. || 5d [|PSE Ga Ii
: L21 || Mat || L3O L& L2 L5 L4 LS Gym-1 I
Later, ensure that at | £l Stvle ¥ L19 N
Class view m» Show ‘composite’ classes Ko || M [ 3P | B | o || e ([
. . i . ICT ||[™M3L8 Fre ||| Art Eng || Mus ||Geo Sci
is UN-ticked, so it’s displayed as here: 8B b 115 (L8 || 19 |l 10 s |2t 22 L4
FHi
AHa Talt VP |[3C |[ B HB DKe ||[Kdo ||
In the screenshot shown here aC c PSET| v Engj{Essy| Art Tec i oo CH
. LS Mat L2 |||L22 ||L1D L10 L22 ||| L15
the Teacher + Subject + Room are seen, B

but there are many other possibilities, as ' '

shown at the Style button [ =
y Cliss / Fﬁl Eng,*Fre, His, ‘Sciencibased‘

row is Year Art, Dr, RE, groups for rows
shown block groups for 8a, 8b, 8c.

for 8A, 8B, 8C

Maths
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Printouts

This same Sort order can help to get clear Printouts for your colleagues.
On the Advanced Printing Screen (section J8 in your Manual) for the
‘master’ Class Timetable Printout you have a choice:

Class pattern
() Exclusive
() Incluzsive
@ Allinchizive
If you have a problem to solve, the 1st may be clearer (but takes up more space).

If you have more than one band then the 2nd may be clearer.
The 3rd may be best if you only have a single band in the Year (Example D) and want compact printouts.

It can be useful to have a Cell Design of: Advanced Printing Options

Position Position2 Poszition3
Lilne1 T (teacher in fulll - - h
Line2 5(subjectinfulll - e(setno.only) « c(dass) -

Line2 R (room in full) - / -
Because this Cell Design includes the Class ‘¢’ then the Printouts show explicitly which are the

‘English-based’ groups (8A, 8B, 8C) and which are the ‘Science-based’ groups (8a, 8b, 8c, but given
Printing Names of 8P, 8Q, 8R), like this:

-
TT Master Class Timetable [ Sl
f& Print Setup: Preview Screen: Page 1of 1 Progress
Cell design
Line 1: T
_ Class Timetable
Line 2 Sec Allinclusive
Line 3: R Monday
period 1 period 2 period 3 period 4 period 5 period &
Font [:] 9.00-—-9.40 9.40-10.20 10.40--11.20 11.20—-12.00 1.00—-1.40 1.40--2.20
Font name: Arial Yeard Mr DWILSON [Miss JHARRISON|Mrs RREYNCOLDS| Mr AJOHNSON | Mrs L.MURRA Mr A FROST
. Music &P Maths 1 Year 8 History 8A English 3A French 84 RE. 8A
Font size: 8 Room L21 Room L19 Room L30 Room L6 Room L2 Room L5
Mr K.JOHNSO! Mr J.MASON Mrs J.PALE 5 E.BINNS Mrs J.ROSE Mrs J.ROSE
S ICT 30 Maths 2Year French 8B Art 2B Drama &B English 2B
g Room L15 Room L18 Room LS Room L10 Roaom L7 Room L&
Class width: 13 |2 Mrs A.HAWLEY | Mr F.HICKSON Mrs J.ROSE Miss W.PERRY Mr J.CLARKE 5 E.BINNS
Coalurmn width: 25 |s PSE B8R Maths 3vear & Drama 8C English &C History 8C Art 8C
. . Room LS Room L1 Room L7 Room L2 Room L22 Room L10
Periods per page: B = Ms JVETCH
Rows per page: auto - Maths 4 Year 8
Room L17
Mr V. HAGAN
Colours Maths 5Year 8
Colour printing Room 28

Compare this with the Class Timetable Screen on the previous page.

You can go back at any stage and change the Subject colour (on the Subjects Screen).
To edit the rooming, use the Room Timetable Screen.

An alternative to including the Class ‘¢’ is to include the Teaching Group Name ‘g’ : @ {t=aching aroup) ~

To Export the completed timetable to your MIS, see the separate document on this topic,
either by visiting the KnowledgeBase in the Support Centre, or by clicking the Export button:
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Example E
Here is a structure common in the first years of Scottish schools.

Ma, Ga blocks, ‘Non-practical’ subjects ... ‘Practical’ subjects ...
S1A [37] Mat Ga Engs4 Hsz Spaz RE.; Geojy PSEq p p p p p p p
Mat Ga EEzE 53 o5 EC = = S5dz Tecyp HE. g ICTy Dry Artyp Musq
Mat4 Ga DS D D 5 5 55 /5
555 Gagz
51B [37] 555 Engq4 Hsp 5paz RE. o Geojp PSEq P p p p p p p
5555 55 555 55 5 5 Sdz Tecy HE 3 ICTy Dry Arty Musgy
D5 D D 5 5 55 5
p p p p PP p
S1X [9] S5dz Tecyp HE. g ICTy Drq Artyp Musq
D5 D D 5 5 55 5

At some times of the week the students are in 2 forms/classes of (large) ‘non-practical’ subject groups.
At other times of the week they are re-grouped into 3 (smaller) ‘practical’ groups for some subjects.

This structure, and several variations of it, are discussed in full detail in a separate document which you
can find by visiting www.timetabler.com/scotland

As there are just two ‘sliding’ parts, the best method is to use a Consistent Grouping ID (‘p’ in this case).
As in Examples C and D, it will work even if you have only one Music teacher, one Drama teacher, etc.

Example F

An equivalent structure is often used for creating smaller consistent sets for students to study separate
sciences [Physics, Chemistry, Biology], in ‘setted’ groups, perhaps in Year 9.

Ma, En setted Registration Groups ... Science-based, 5 sets

oA [30] M E Freg Hss Geoz PE.y Tecz RE.{ Musy Drq PSEq Artq x x X
Mat  Eng o | PFE. b 5 5 = = 5 Phy3 Ches Bio3

Mat  Eng 5 DS DS DS

Mat Eng

o8 [30] Mats En03 | Fre; His; Geoy PE.y Tecy RE.; Musq Drq PSEq Artg | x %* %
555 555 o | PFE. b 5 5 = = 5 Phy3 Ches Bio3

5 DS DS DS

oc [30] Freg Hsz Geoz PE.y Tecz RE.{ Musy Drq PSEq Artq x x X
555 S5 55 FE. b 5 5 s 5 5 Phy3 Ches Bios

5 DS DS DS

o0 [30] Freg Hsz Geoz PE.y Tecz RE.{ Musy Drq PSEq Artq x x X
555 S5 55 FE. b 5 5 s 5 5 Phy3 Ches Bios

5 DS DS DS

9E [15] X X X
Phy3 Ches Biog

DS DS DS

As for Examples C, D, E, the 2 ‘sliding’ parts must be kept in different periods of the week, so that the
different populations do not get mixed up.

You may need only one Music teacher etc, but you need at least 2 Physics teachers (because a Physics
teacher teaching 3 groups means 9 periods, the full width of the block. Similarly for Chemistry, Biology.

The best method to use here is the Consistent Grouping ID (the ID is ‘x’ in this example).

Using this method TimeTabler ensures that the ‘Registration-based’ subject-groups are never scheduled
into the same periods as the ‘Science-based’ subject-groups.

There are more details on the next three pages. See also the video, HelpMovie 24A.

continued...



Example F, step by step %A Fre Hsp Geop sa Phyz Ches Bos

555 S5 55 DS D5 Ds
Step 1 The principle 95 Fre3 Hisz Geop o Phys Ches Biog
. 555 S5 55 DS D5 Ds
We choose a Class Scheduling Name . :
for each grouping, as shown here: oc Fres [Hisa Geo 9c Phy3 Ches [Bio3
555 S5 55 DS D5 Ds
Class Scheduling Names 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D refer to the D ;;;3 ::2 :SE"Z ad E;H SS‘ES 3':3
Tutor-Group-based classes, with a ‘dummy’ 9E.
Class Scheduling Names 9a, 9b, 9¢, 9d, 9e refer to % ge M3 Che; BEE

. . DS D5 05
the five Science sets/rows.

For Maths & Games across the full Year (or Band), we also need a Class Scheduling Name of 9ABCDE.

Step 2 Basic Data §ji Classes ©
The screenshot shows these classes entered on the Classes = — —
. . R cheduling Name: | Printing Name

Screen (see section C6 in your Manual and the HelpMovies about 5T
the Classes Screen): ap
They have been sorted into the best order (shown here) for later ac
screens and for printouts, by using m Custom. 9D

_ 9E
These Class Scheduling Names are used when you enter 0 ABCDE (composite) Year O
the Year 9 activities into the Batch. This is explained in 03 Sci Set-1
more detail on the next page. ab Sci Set-o
The Printing Name is what will be shown to your colleagues 9c Sci Set-3
on the final Printouts. It can be changed at any time. 9d Sci Set-4

Oe 5ci Set-5

Advanced

Then, still on the Classes Screen, click on Advanced as shown,
to go to the Consistent Grouping (classes cannot co-exist) Screen. ] Consistent Grouping

Tick to enable this feature and then enter the Class Scheduling Names, as shown here:

Make sure that you enter a joint Group ID T 5 —
(we've used ‘X in this example). Consistent Grouping (cannot co-exist) @
This tells TimeTabler that 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E This class ... | ... cannot co-exist with this dass| GroupID |
cannot co-exist with 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e. 94 9a (Sd-1) <
It ensures that lessons for classes labelled ‘x’ are 98 5h (54-2) X
scheduled into the same periods of the week. 9C 9 (54-3) X
It ensures that the classes are displayed in 0 5 {5:::-4} :

. 9E Qe (Sd-5) X
the correct groupings on the screens and the

printouts.

In this example we’ve used 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E, 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e, but you can use whatever letters of
the alphabet you wish. Just remember to use only one (unique) letter in each Scheduling Name.

Note : Remember that you only have to enter this data once, and then you can re-use it year after year
(unless your curricular structure changes radically).

continued...
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Example F, continued...

Step 3 Entering the Year 9 activities into the Batch:

For ‘Registration-based’ subjects like French, History, etc:

9A SSS Fr1 for Class 9A, using the Pure Class wizard [ Pure Class l
9B SSS Fr2 for Class 9B, using the Pure Class wizard

9C SSS Fr3 for Class 9C, using the Pure Class wizard
9D SSS Fr4 for Class 9D, using the Pure Class wizard

where Fr1 is replaced by the initials of the actual French teacher. Similarly for History, Geography, etc.

Pools. For subjects that are taught only once per week (cycle) it is helpful to use Pools (see the HelpMovie
and Section C20 in the Manual for the advantages & limitations). For example, for Music, where the Music
Pool might contain 2 or 3 teachers, but it doesn’t matter who teaches 9A or 9B or 9C or 9D, then:

9A S =Mu ,

9B S =Mu Pure Class |

9C S =Mu

9D S =Mu

For any subject-group that is taught by 2 teachers at the same time (for example, boys+girls PE):
9A S PE1 PE2 for the 9A group, using the Simple Block wizard
9B S PE3 PE4 for the 9B group. Similarly for 9C, 9D. *

For the ‘Science-based’ subjects of Physics, Chemistry, Biology:

9a DS Phi for Physics in 9a, using the Pure Class wizard Pure Class
9 DS Ph2 for Physics in 9b, using the Pure Class wizard

9c DS Ph3 for Physics in 9c, using the Pure Class wizard

9d DS Ph4 for Physics in 9d, using the Pure Class wizard

9e DS Ph5 for Physics in 9e, using the Pure Class wizard

where Ph1 etc is replaced by the initials of the actual Physics teacher. Similarly for Chemistry, Biology.

For subjects across the whole band or year

For the 4 Maths sets (in this example school) you enter :

9ABCDE SSS Mal Ma2 Ma3 Ma4 using the Simple Block wizard
where Ma1 is replaced by the initials of the first Maths teacher, etc. Similarly for English.

i ) b
_ 9% Phy3 Chesz BEio3
i DS DS DS
Curricul DX X X
:Ir:gcrl;runm 9b Phy 3 Cheg BEioz
DS D5 DS
On the Curriculum Diagram Screen (see sections D5, D21; HelpMovies, - - -
HelpScreens) check that the structure is correct, and that the totals add up 9c Phys Ches Biog
correctly to equal the full cycle. DS DS b5
The 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e activities will show the X’ ID to remind you, as shown here: x x x

od Phy 3 Ches3 Bio3

You may also find it useful to view the activities via: | open List-view e - -

x x %
% Phy3 Chesg Bio3
D5 B5 D5

continued...
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Example F, continued

Step 4 Scheduling this Year 9

In the first year of using this method you may wish to experiment with some ‘dummy runs’ to find the
best sequence to use [remember you can re-use the data in the batches as often as you like].

It seems clear that it would be best to schedule Year 9 progressively. But what should be placed first?
Unless you can find a better sequence for your data, then we strongly suggest the following sequence:

0. Load the Year 9 Batch into the schedule (which already has Year 10, etc scheduled).

Filter
1. On the Visual Builder Screen, use the Filter button m» ‘Blocks’ filter, Blocks
so that only the Blocks for 9ABCDE are shown on the Priority List:
Then place the Maths & English Blocks first, Criteria to fiter on:
interactively, in a good pattern. Block or Pure: Blocks only -

Note : If you have Sci and Tec lessons in Double-periods and the structure of your day doesn’t have many Double-periods
in it, then you may need to place the lessons carefully so as to leave a sufficient number of Doubles for Sci and Tec.

2. Then use the Filter button s Class filter, e
so that only the ‘Registration-based’ lessons for 9A*
are shown on the Priority List:

* We've said 9A here, but in fact the best one to use is whichever one of 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D looks to be the tightest to schedule.
This might be because of any Part-timers due to teach that class.

Class: 94 - ‘

Set the Fully-automatic mode to: If AutoFIT can't help:  Stop & tell me immediately ~ @)

and then run Fully-Automatic, to place all (just) the 9A ‘Registration-group’ lessons (15 periods).

Or you can use ‘Semi-Automatic’ <F2>, or Interactive if you prefer to keep more control.
Either way, FIT will be used to make any ‘musical-chairs’ moves that are necessary.

It's really helpful to work on dual-monitors, with the Class Timetable Screen showing on the 2" one.

Check that the Class Timetable looks sensible, with just the 9ABCDE and 9A lessons placed.
Make any adjustments you think are necessary, using the Move button.
Remember that there will be 9 empty periods at this stage, and that is where the Science will go. Will it be a good pattern?

3. Still working progressively, section by section, use the BT T o
Filter button to select 9a. ie. the ‘Science-based’ class ‘
that corresponds to the class used in Step 2):

Run Fully-Automatic (or Semi-auto, <F2>) again, to place all these ‘Science-based’ lessons for 9a.

Class: 9a - ‘

4. Then change the Filter m Consistent Grouping so that Criteria to filter on:
only the (remaining) Science ‘X’ lessons for 9abcde ‘ Consistent Grouping 1% | Year 9 (%)
are shown in the Priority List:

Then run Fully-Automatic (or Semi-automatic) again, to place all these ‘Science-based’ lessons for
(9a) 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e (9 periods of the week in this example).

v ‘

Check the Class Timetable is sensible. All the ‘Science-based’ lessons must be in the same 9 periods.

5. Now turn OFF the Filter so that the remaining lessons (for 9B, 9C, 9D) are shown on the Filter

Priority List. Then run Fully-Auto (or Semi-auto) again, to place these remaining lessons. | (Filter off)

Check the Class Timetable again. To see the clearest display use the Style button so:
Style m» Class View m» Show composite classes, and
Style m» Layout / Show m» both Staff and Subject.

There is more about the Screen Displays, and about Printouts on pages 14-15.

If you have another (parallel) Band in Year 9, then do the same for that Band.

See also the diagrams on page 19 and HelpMovie 24A.
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Screen Displays g Classes ©
For Example F above we have recommended the best order to use on the ScheduingName | Printing Name
Classes Screen, by using the Sort button, m Custom, g;‘
9C
to get an order of classes like that shown here for Example F: 9D
9E
9 ABCDE (composite) Year 9
9a Sci Set-1
9hb Sdi Set-2
9.c Sci Set-3
When you enter the activities into the Batch for Year 9 o e
0 oal-

then you get a Curriculum Diagram like this:

-
Ty Curriculum Diagram

3z Hi

2" Batch: Worked Example F Run Analyses

Curriculum for:  Year 9 - Add an Activity: [ Pure Class H Simple Block H Container Blcnch:] [ Meetings, etc ] E
9A [30] M E FrelM 3 |HisRR 3 GeoDKez PE.AS RE. AFr 3 3 4
Mat Ha Eng Ao 555 55 55 PE. 5M 1 5 Phy Klo 5 Che RC 3 Bio GWa 3
Mat M Eng IR s DS DS DS

MatFHI  Eng 5G

98 [30] MatW s EngChe 3 FreLM 3 HisRR 2 GeoDKesg PE. AS RE. DA 4 ¥ ¥ x
cog coo 1ol (1] (1] PE. 5M 1 5 Phy' Ko 3 Che RC 3 Bio GWWa 3
s DS oS oS
¢ [30] FreLM 3 HisRR 3 GeoDKep PE. AS RE. AFT 4 ® ® ®
gEg 55 S5 PE.SM 4y g Fhy Ko 3 CheRC 3 Bio GWWa 3
5 DS oS DS
ap [30] FreLM 3 His JC 2 Geo SW 2 PE. AS RE. DA 4 *® * *
e e ae PE. 5M 1 g FPhy RPa 3 ChePW 3 BioMC 3
s DS Ds D&
9F [ 5] ki ki :u:
Period Maths ‘Registration-based’ full-size groups, for Fhy RFa 3 CheFW 3 BioMC 3
totals, block Forms 9A - 9D, with single teachers for DS D5 DS
should  across French, Hist, Geog, and with a pair of Science groups, in rows for 9a, b, ¢, d, e.
add up f[he Year, teachers for PE. The Consistent Grouping ID = ‘X’.
to the in 4 sets The Teacher and the Period-breakdown are
week / shown in each case, for you to double-check.
cycle
When you are scheduling you get a display ¥ Class Class: 9ABCDE (Year 9) with the following Team:
on the Class Timetable Screen, i Timetable Ha MaisML19 M Maths ML 18 FHi Me
with the classes shown in the same order: Display of each dass's timetable (with any Spedal Locations at the bottom) :
Tuesday
During scheduling it’s best if [ [ St¥le = L | 2 [ 3] a]s |_
Class view m Show ‘composite’ classes o a ot | [ I e [
is ticked. | L5 |[L22 L4 L6 |[ 1
. Dke [ RR || RC Efg K
Later, ensure that at | £l 3le = 9 b ool = ey
Class view i Show ‘composite’ classes RC oW ||| £ (I
is UN-ticked, so it’s displayed as here: 9 ¢ Che S (e | S &5 e
[DKe || A5 ||[&Ta Eng |||
ap d L17 (|che || PsE ||| His ||| Fre |[|Geo || PE. ||| Art L2 +
In the screenshot shown here RL:. ESU| LSO L2 [[E22 Gym-1[L11 — L
the Teacher + Subject + Room are seen, 9 e — ==

but there are many other possibilities, as

shown at the Style button [
y Cla?s / Ftll Fre, His? Geo, Scietce groups

row is Year etc groups for for rows 9a-9e
shown  block 9A, 9B, 9B, 9D

for

Maths
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Printouts

This same Sort order can help to get clear Printouts for your colleagues.
On the Advanced Printing Screen (section J8 in your Manual) for the
‘master’ Class Timetable Printout you have a choice:

Class pattern
() Exclusive
() Incluzsive
@ Allinchizive
If you have a problem to solve, the 1st may be clearer (but takes up more space).

If you have more than one band then the 2nd may be clearer.
The 3rd may be best if you only have a single band in the Year (Example F) and want compact printouts.

It can be useful to have a Cell Design of: Advanced Printing Options
Positionl ———— Position2 Poszition3
Lilne1 T (teacher in fulll - - h
Line2 5(subjectinfulll - e(setno.only) « c(dass) -
Line3 R {room in full) - -

Because this Cell Design includes the Class ‘¢’ then the Printouts show explicitly which are the
full Form groups (9A, 9B, etc) and which are the smaller ‘Science’ groups (9a, 9b, etc, which have been
given Printing Names of ‘Sci Set-1’ etc. on the Classes Screen, like this:

-
TT Master Class Timetable [ Sl
% Print Setup: Preview Screen: Page 1of 1 Proaress
Cell design
Line 1: T
o Class Timetable
Linz 2 gec Allinclusive
Line 3: R Monday
period 1 period 2 period 3 period 4 period 5 period 6
Font [:] 9.00--9.40 9.40-10.20 10.40--11.20 11.20—-12.00 1.00—-1.40 1.40--2.20
Font name: Arial Year9d |Miss JHARRISON | Mrs GUVALHER Mrs L.MURRA Mrs J.ROSE s ATAYLOR | Mrs RREYNOLDS
. Maths 1%T 9 Biology SciSet-1 French 94 Drama 94 Art 94 History 94
Font size: 8 Room L19 Room L2 Room L2 Room L7 Room L11 Room L30
Mr J.MASON ir K.JOHNSON Mr D.WILSON Mr F.HICKSON Mrs J.ROSE Mrs L.MURRA
S Maths 2% 9 Physics SciSet-2 Music 9B Personal&s SB Drama SB French SB
g Room L18 Room L4 Room L25 Room L5 Roam L7 Room L2
Elass width: 13 2 Mr FHICKSON [Mr RCHADWICK (INFEIUIRGSE s A TAYLOR Mr A KELLY Mr A KELLY
Coalurmn width: 25 |s Maths 3%r &  [Chemistry SciSet-3 Drama SC Art 8C Technology 9C Technology 9C
. . Room L1 Room L3 Room L7V Reoom L11 Room L20 Room L20
Periods perpage: & |2 Ms JWETCH Mr PWRIGHT Mr FHICKSON | Mrs RREYNOLDS| Wrs LMURRAY | Mr D.KESTERTON
Rows per page: auto - Maths 419 Chemistry SciSet-4| Personal&S 9D History 9D French SD Geography SD
Room L17 Room L6 Room L5 Room L30 Room L2 Room LZ2
Ir RPARTINGTON
Colours Physics SciSet-5
Colour printing Room L1

Compare this with the Class Timetable Screen on the previous page.

You can go back at any stage and change the Subject colour (on the Subjects Screen).
To edit the rooming, use the Room Timetable Screen.

An alternative to including the Class ‘¢’ is to include the Teaching Group Name ‘g’ : @ (t=aching aroup) ~

To Export the completed timetable to your MiS, see the separate documents on this topic,
either by visiting the KnowledgeBase in the Support Centre, or by clicking the Export button:
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Example G

This is like Example F but now includes some simple blocks (for PE and for Physics).

|

|

9A [30] (M E Fre3 Hisz Geogz |PE Tec z Musq Drq PSEq Artq X X b
Mat  Eng 555 55 55 PE.1| D 5 5 5 5 Phy | Che3 Bio 3

Mat  Eng 5 Phy 3| ps DS

Mat Eng oS

o8 [30] Mat3 End3 | Fre; Hss Geos Tec s Musi Drq PSEq Artq x x
S S55 55 55 D s 5 5 5 Che 3 Bio 3

DS DS

oC [30] Fre3 Hispa Geogp |PE. Tec 7 Musq Drq PSEq Artq X x b
555 55 55 PE.1| D 5 5 5 5 Phy3 Che3 Biog

5 DS DS D5

SD [30] Fre3 Hispz Geogz Tec 7 Musq Drq PSEq Artq X x b
555 55 55 D 5 5 5 5 Phy3 Che3 Biog

DS DS D5

9E [15] x x o
Phy3 Ches Biog

DS DS D5

Including Blocks necessarily makes it more difficult to schedule, because there is less solution-space.

The PE blocks are entered in the usual way:

9AB S PE1PE2
9CD S PE3PE4

Simple Block,

The Physics Block is also entered in the same way: 9ab DS Ph1 Ph2

but because it is in the ‘X’ area, we also need to specify that this Simple Block must not mix up with
the ‘non-x’ subjects, by specifying on the Consistent Grouping ID Screen,

either (better):

SAB

%ab (Set 1/2)

X

or (less good) just:  ga

The entries should then show:

9ab (Set 1/2)

Consistent Grouping (cannot co-exist) @

{4 Classes @

When deciding the best sequence for scheduling, see the suggestions for Example F.
You may need to decide whether to give any priority to the PE and Physics blocks, or not.

(c) www.timetabler.com

Scheduling consistently-setted structures

Scheduling Name | Printing Name This dass ... | .« cannot co-exist with this dass| Group ID |
oA 94  9a(5d Set-1) X
og 98 9b (5S¢ Set-2) ¥
0 AB (composite) 9AB  9ab (Set 1/2) X
orC 9C  9¢ (5dSet-3) X
on 90  9d (54 Set-4) X
O CD  (composite) 9E  9e (5d Set-5) X
9E

9 ABCDE (composite) ¥r g

9a 54 Set-1

9b Sci Set-2

9ab (composite) Set 1,2

Sc 5d Set-3

9d Sci Set-4

Oe 5d Set-5
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Example H

Here is a more complicated structure. It is like Example D but with three sliding parts.

Maths  English-based 8A, 8B,8C  Science-based 8a, 8b, 8c Humanities-based 8X, 8Y, 8Z
BA [30] M Eng4 Frez Arty Drq a a a a a b b b b b
Mat EcEel coo o 3 Sds3 Tecgz PE Gap ICT 4 Hsp Geoz RE. iy P5E3 Mus
Mat DS D PEE1 D 5 55 55 5 5% 5
Mat g
Mat 1 1
88 [30] M4 | Engs Fre; Aty Drq | a a a a a b b b b b
3333 SEES 555§ [ Sd3 |[Tecg FE. Gaz ICT 4 Hsp Geoz RE.y PSE3 Mus
DS D PEE1 D 5 55 55 5 55 S
5
2 2
8C [30] Engg4 Frez Artq Drgq a a a a a b b b b b
5555 5550 5 [ Sdg |[Tecg FPE. Gaz ICT 4 Hsp Geoz RE.y PSE3 Mus
DS D PEE1 D 5 55 55 5 =S
5
3 3

The first question to ask yourself is : is it necessary, from a curricular or pedagogical viewpoint?
If it is, then see the 4 steps of Example D.

You will need to pay attention to the period-breakdown of each sliding section; in the example above the
‘Science-based’ section may be tricky because of the 3 Singles and the 3 Doubles on each row.
Sections with fewer periods are generally harder to schedule than sections with more periods.

The Classes Screen will look like this, You need two Consistent Grouping IDS (‘a’ and ‘b’
with 10 classes: in this example):
w Classes @ Consistent Grouping (cannot co-exist) @
Scheduling Name | Printing Name This dass ... | ... cannot co-exist with this dass| Group ID |
8aA 8A  Ba(8F) a
8B 88 8b(5Q) a
8C 8C  Bc(8R) a
8 ABC (composite) Year B an  8x b
83 (consistent-group ‘a" ap 88 &Y b
8b (consistent-group 'a’) 80 8C 827 b
8 ¢ (consistent-group 'a") B8R . .
8X (consistent-group b) The IDS (‘a’ and ‘b’ in this example) block 8A/B/C
SHEntEreLp o and 8a/b/c and 8X/Y/Z against each other, so that
8 Y (consistent-group 'b?) . .
- — the activities do not mix.
8 7 (consistent-group ‘b7

We strongly recommend you follow the best sequence during scheduling:

1. Filter to ‘Blocks only’ and assign the lessons of the Maths block, interactively. Filter
2. Filter to Class 8A* [top row, English-based] and assign those lessons fully-automatically m
or <F2> semi-automatically. Use the Class Timetable Screen to check the pattern.

* We've said 8A here, but in fact the best one to use is whichever one of 8A, 8B, 8C looks to be the tightest to schedule.

3. Filterto Class 8a* [ie. corresponding row, Science-based], assign those lessons fully-automatically or
<F2> semi-automatically. Use the Class Timetable Screento check the pattern, use ‘Move’ if necessary.

4. Filter to Consistent Grouping ‘b’ [Humanities section] and assign all those lessons fully-automatically
or <F2> semi-automatically, using FIT as necessary. Use the Class Timetable Screen to check it.

5. Switch off the Filter, and assign all the remaining lessons fully-automatically or <F2> semi-
automatically, using FIT as necessary. Use the Class Timetable Screen to check the pattern.

Or you could change the sequence of steps (2), (3), (4). For example, do (3) before (2).

See also the sections about Screen Displays, and about Printouts on pages 8-9.
See also the diagrams on page 19 and HelpMovie 24A. Consult the Support Centre if necessary.
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Example I

Here is a structure used very commonly in Sixth Forms (Years 12-13):

Cont A [5]

124 [0+25] 1 MatdHs
D555

128 [0+25] 2 HsRR g | HsIdCg
885 5§

12C [0+25] 3 GeoDK 4 GeoGM 4
Dss s

12D [0+25] 4 |Eng A 4
Dss

12E [0+20]

12F [0+4]

[

[}

ContB [3] Cont C [541]
Phy K & 1 CheRC3 ChePWs
D555 DS 55
Eng JF. g5 2 TecAK g
D555 D555
PsyVP 3 | |PsyAH o 3 Geo DK 3 [GeoSW o
DS 55 DS ss
FrelM3 FreGsg 4 lArtHL g ArtBIj
555 S5 DSS 5
Bio GWa3 BioMC3 5 EngJRy EngDS3
[BE] 55 D 555

6 Law AF 4

Dss

Cont D [5+1]

1 BoMC3 EioGWagz

DS 55
2|EcoV g | |Ecoldfq
Dss 5
3 8psEd g
DsS8
4 MatIWig MatAH 3
D 555
5iDrials

ContE [3]

1 MatFH 3
55

2/ G.5DAS
55

3 |LitBs ¢
s

4 Peyklg
555

5 F.M Wi g
555

6 [MusDW 3
555

Blocks B-D have split-teaching for 3 or more subjects; Blocks C & D have extra ‘Spread’; some subjects
do not have the full time-allocations (eg. in Block E) and so can slide around within the block time.

Although there is consistent setting here, with many permutations, this ‘vertical’ structure with 5 sections
is very different from the ‘horizontal’ structures of Examples C-G.
In addition, Sixth Form blocks can often have a ‘Spread’ (for example, in Blocks C & D, 5 lessons are
allowed to spread out over 6 periods of the week).

For those reasons we do not suggest using the Consistent Grouping ID method here.
Instead we suggest that you use Container Blocks.
Using Container Blocks is more complex and takes longer, but the method can deal with the most complex
curricular structures.
Container Blocks are explained in detail:

e in the printed Manual in Section I (Worked Examples 3, 4, 5) and in Section H25, and

® in HelpMovie 47, and

¢ in the PDF titled “R-Reserving on the Container Block Screen”,

which you can download by going to the [ € support centre |
and then typing the key word ‘reserving’ into the Search Box:

@
%

reserving

(c) www.timetabler.com
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More about the best Scheduling sequence

Pages 7 and 13 give details of the best progressive method, a scheduling sequence for you to use.
This page shows the same sequence, diagrammatically, for two of the earlier examples:

Example D (pages 4-9)

The steps on page 7 give details of how to schedule the lessons, in the sequence shown by the red
numbers ®-®. This sequence is the best for scheduling all the lessons, without clashes, quickly.

Maths | [|English-based ... Science-based ...

8A [30]| M Eng 4 Fre 3 His 3 At ; [Dr  RE. 4 5d g Tec g Geomp Mus y PE. { PS5E 5 Ga p ICT 4
HHE 5555 555 55 S s s DS D 55 s s , 55 D, §

d

88 [30] | Mat Eng 4 Fre 3 His 3 Aty Dry RE. y|||5¢d 3 Tec 3 Geo 3 Mus y PE. { PSE 3 Ga g ICT 1
Mat Jllssss sss s5 5 5 s DS D 55 5 5, 5 D, 5
Mat 4

8C [30]) 5555 Eng 4 Fre 3 His 2 Aty Dr y RE 1 503 Tecp Geomp Mus 4 PE. 1 PSE 3 Ga p ICT 4

5555 555 55 S 5 5 DS D 55 5 5 ; BB D, 8

Example F (pages 10-15)

The same principle applies in this case, of 4 registration groups A, B, C, D becoming 5 Science classes.

Ma, En setted Registration Groups ... Science-based, 5 sets
oA [30]| M E Freg Hsz Geoz PE.q{ Tecy RE.{ Musy Drq PSEq Artq x x X
Mat  Eng ssc  [EENN (Eg PE. b 5 5 E < 5 Phy3 Ches Bio3
Mat  Eng 5 D5 DS DS
Mat Eng
og [30] |Mats Ena3 |l Fe; Hsy; Geos PE.q Tecy RE.q Musq Drq PSEq Artq ||| x x x
585 555 S55 55 55 FE. 5 5 s 5 5 Phy 3 Ches Biogs
5 D5 DS oS
oc [30] Fres Hsz Gees PE.q{ Tecy RE.{ Musqy Drq PSEq{ Artq X X X
555 55 55 PFE. 5 5 5 5 5 Phy 3 Ches Biogs
5 D5 DS DS
SD [30] Freg Hisp Geez PE.q Tecy RE. 7 Musy Drq PSEq Artq X X b
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@

@ First, assign any blocks across the year, like the Maths and English above.

@ Second, reserve time-slots for the ‘Registration Group’ lessons, by assigning them (and only them).
Here we’ve suggested 9A, but in practice it should be the (single) class that looks the most difficult to
schedule (eg. because of Part-timers). Check they are in a good pattern and adjust them if necessary.

® Third, assign the corresponding row of Science subjects. 9a in this Example F (see page 11).
This reserves time-slots for Science. Check it's a good pattern and adjust it if necessary.

@ Fourth, assign the rest of the Science lessons. 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e in this example.

® Fifth, assign the remainder of the lessons. 9B, 9C, 9D in this example.
Filter

In each case the Filter is used to select only the activities that should be scheduled in that step. -

Custom

In case of difficulty, consult the Support Centre by submitting a Ticket as in HelpMovie 4.
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Summary

Consistently-setted groups which can ‘slide’ on the timetable can help you to provide a differentiated
curriculum.

The consistently-setted groups can be organised by attainment/ability even if you have only one teacher
required to teach more than one group. For example, a single French teacher may be able to teach more
than one group in a structure of groups setted by attainment/ability.

However the structure may not be easy to schedule. To achieve a solution there are 3 possible methods:

B Use a Global DayBlocking ID, see Examples A and B.
For use only in Simple Blocks and only when there are few permutations.
In more complicated cases of a vertical block (like the Sixth Form) use a Container Block.

B Use a Consistent Grouping ID, see Examples C, D, E, F, G, H.
This is the most flexible method, and is easy to use.
The more periods/lessons in each sliding section, the easier it will be to schedule.
We strongly recommend that you do the scheduling in the sequence described on earlier pages.
You may have to pay attention to the period-breakdown of the subjects in each row of the section if
there is a mix of multiple-periods and single-periods.

B Use a Container Block ID, see Example I.
This is the most complex method.
It is the only one that can allow a ‘Spread’.
You will have to pay attention to the period-breakdown of the subjects in the block if there is a mix of
multiple-periods and single-periods.

See also the video, HelpMovie 24A.

Remember:

If you are in any doubt about which is the best method for Years in your particular school, then send in a
Ticket to the free Support Centre (as in HelpMovie 4), remembering to attach a Curriculum Diagram so
that we can see what your situation is.

Whichever method you choose to use, once you have entered the data for that Year [ B Triala vear ]
into a Batch, it is essential to do a ‘dummy run’ in TimeTabler just for that Year alone.
This way you can check the validity of the data and the logic of the method (and correct it if need be),
before you start the true schedule.

If a Year won’t work by itself then it cannot work when you are trying to schedule the entire school!

There is an article in the KnowledgeBase about doing dummy runs.

It is called “How should | check my Batches, before scheduling?” [ @ support Centre ]

If you hit a problem then you can search the KnowledgeBase, for example: | kickouts

Finally : remember that once you have set up the batches for this method, you will not have to re-enter
them next year. You can just tweak them as explained in HelpMovie 8.

Our thanks to all those who have helped with testing these methods, and particularly Peter Knights-Branch and Terry Howe.
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